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Personalized learning consists of learning strategies, solutions, and
interventions that align with individual learner goals and account for
differences in background knowledge, passion or interest in topics, and
subject mastery. The purpose of personalized learning is to empower
students to take ownership of the learning experience and prime themselves
for lifelong learning. Giving students more autonomy can increase
motivation and engagement with the subject matter. On the surface,
“personal” may connote a solitary experience, but effective ized
learning approaches have the potential to facilitate a cons §</ersation
between the student and instructor, providing each with ial insights about
what areas need further attention. This is particular mpelling for large,

)

re students often decide

introductory courses at universities and colle
whether or not to continue pursuing a specific major or discipline.

q
While there is demand for pez%@)zed learning, it is not adequately

supported by current technolo@ practices — especially at scale. The
increasing focus on custo struction to meet students’ unique needs is
driving the developm wot new technologies. Advancements in online
learning environrpeyfty and adaptive learning technologies are making it more
possible to N rt learners’ individual learning paths. What makes
personali earning a difficult challenge is that interest in the approach is
outpa the number of large-scale implementations; tangible outcomes in
higé{education are still scarce. A major barrier, however, is that scientific,
data-driven approaches to effectively facilitate personalization have only
recently begun to emerge; adaptive learning, for example, is still evolving
and gaining traction within higher education. Compounding the challenge is
the notion that technology is not the whole solution — personalized learning

efforts must incorporate effective pedagogy and include faculty in the
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development process.
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